
Diciembre, 1975 LAMAS : THE GENUS PHOEBIS (LEPIODPTERA, PIERIDAE) 5 

NOTES ON PERUVIAN BUTTERFLIES (LEPIDOPTERA). I. THE GENUS PHOEBIS HUBNER, 1819 
(PIERIDAE), WITH THE DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SUBSPECIES1 

Gerardo Lamas M. 2 

SUMARIO 

Se adjuntan algunas notas sobre las ocho especies de agarithe (Boisduval) y P. bourkei (Dixey) [ = P. tatei 
Phoebis conocidas para el Perú. Se describe una nueva Brown. syn. n.] en el Perú. Se describe y figura un ejemplar 
subespecie de P. argante (localidad-tipo: Cieneguilla, Lima, considerado como la hembra desconocida de P. bourkei. 
Perú). Por primera vez se reporta la presencia de P. agarithe 

SUMMARY 

Some notes are given on the eight Phoebis species 
known in Perú. A new subspecies of P. argante (type-
locality: Cieneguilla, Lima, Perú) is described and figured. 
The presence of P. agarithe agarithe (Boisduval, 1836), and 

P. bourkei (Dixey, 1933) [= P. tatei Brown, 1933, syn. n.] 
in western Perú is reported here for the first time. A 
specímen believed to be the unknown female of bourkei is 
described and figured. 

INTRODUCTION 

The genus Phoebis Hübner is commonly acknowledged 
to include four subgenera and about fifteen species; they 
are as follows: Phoebis (sennae, bourkei, argante, agarithe, 
neocypris, philea, editha and avellaneda), Rhabdoryas (trite), 
Prestonia (clarki), and Aphrissa (statira, orbis, godartiana, 
hartonla and nelels). Of these, eight species are known to 
oceur in Perú, for which a key to the identification is given, 
along with some notes on their geographical distribution, 
variation, and biology. 

In spite of the efforts by Forbes (1927), Brown (1929, 
1931, 1933) and d'Almeida (1939, 1940, 1944, 1945, 1972,) 
there are still several lacunae in the knowledge of the 
taxonomy and zoogeography of these widely distributed, 
and often very common, butterflies. 

This study has been based on the collections deposited 
in the Museo de Historia Natural "Javier Prado", Universidad 
Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima (MJP), and the Museo 

1 Aceptado para publicación Diciembre 1975 
2 Museo de istoria Natural "Javier Prado" Universidad Nacional Mayor 

de San Marcos. Apartado 1109, Lima-100, Perú. 

de Entomología, Universidad Nacional Agraria, Lima (UNA). 
I wash to thank M. Ortiz for the loan of specimens belong-
ing to the latter institution. 

Key to Peruvian Phoebis 

1. Hindwing tailed neocypris rurina (Felder & Felder) 
Without a conspicuous tai l on hindwing 2 

2. Males 3 
Females 10 

3. Wings above orange, without any conspicuous yel low coloring .. 4 
Wings above wi th at least some yel low coloring 6 

4. Dark postmedian line of forewing below continuous and nearly 
stralght; hindwing above ligther orange than forewing obove .. .. 

agarithe agarithe (Boisduval) 
Dark postmedian l ine of forewing below irregular, broken at vein 

M3; fore and hindwing obove of the same coloration 
(argante) .. 5 

5. Forewing marginal dark band above never continuous, formed by 
¡solated dark spots at end of veins; both wings below wi th very 
reduced dark markings; hindwing ocell i obsolete or wantlng .. 

argante chincha, ssp. n. 





d'Almeida (1922, 1940) has published a detailed de
scription of the life history of a. argante. According to him, 
several species of Leguminosae and Capparidaceae are the 
preferred food-plants of the larvae. 

3b. PHOEBIS (PHOEBIS) ARGANTE CHINCHA, S S P . N. 

(FIGS. 7-8) 

Differs from the nominate subspecies by its somewhat 

smaller size, weaker dark spots and markings, and very 
small, obsolete, or wanting ocelli on the hidwings below 
(always present in a. argante). These differences seem to 
offer a good example of Gloger's ecogeographic rule (Mayr, 
1970: 200), with a less pigmented race (chincha) living in a 
dry area (western Peru), whereas more heavily pigmented 
individuals (argante) dwelling in a wet area (the Amazon). 

This, one of the commonest butterflies in the city of 
Lima during the spring and summer months (September to 
March), is also occasionally found there throughout the rest 






